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(In the Ilavrta Varsa, stretching around the Mem
Mountain in the middle of Jambudvipa, sun^s heat is
not experienced. The people of that region do not grow
old. The moon, the sun and the stars do not shed their
light upon the Ilavrta Varsha

Althouth Jambudvipa is basin like on the whole,
the physical features of its nine varsas, are varied on
account of mountains and river valleys. The six varsas
(sub-divisions of the island) to the north and to the
south are bow- shaped, each measuring 9000 yojanas
north - south. The Bhadrasva and the Ketumalavarsas
are on the eastern and the western sides of the island,
each varsa being 33 thousand yojanas wide. But, says

Sri Vadirajasvami, the sage of God-Vision, that each
of these varsas has two mountains such that the sym-
metrical shape of the island may not be spoiled.

Ekasminnapi varshesmin dvaugire nirmitau kramat;

Caturdiksu ca samyaya praticyam caivameva hi.
Ata ekopi varsoyam tredhasyat khanditodribhih;

Sarva bhagepi samyaya navatvam ca na hanyate.

This being the case, in each of the two varsas -
Bhadrasva and Ketumala, excepting the space occu-
pied by the three ranges of mountains each two thou-
sand yojanas wide, there will be three stretches of land
left, each nine thousand yojanas in width.

If thus we conceive the basin shape ofJambudvipa,
a doubt arises that the Ganga waters coming down
from the Meru mountain must collect.in Ilavrta varsa
instead of reaching the salt-water ocean surrounding
Jambudvipa. But, the Ganga waters do not descend
from the top of Meru mountain like torrential water
falls, they descend in vaporous form and move from
one mountain top to the other to run down like rivers
in the plains of the varsas. (Bhugola varnanam of
Vadirajasvami).